Standardization of procedures and structures for risk evaluation in Germany--the work of the Risk Commission.
Risk evaluation in Germany is characterized by the uncoordinated involvement of various governmental and non-governmental institutions, by lacking transparency, by mingling of scientific risk assessment and political risk management, and by unsatisfactory public participation. Within the frame of the German Environmental Health Action Program the Ministers of Health and the Environment established a commission to develop recommendations for the reorganization of procedures and structures for risk evaluation within health-orientated environmental protection in the Federal Republic of Germany. The Risk Commission recently published its first report. It recommends strict separation of risk assessment and risk management; implementation of a clear procedural framework, risk communication as an integrated element of the whole process of risk evaluation and finally the establishment of two permanent co-ordinating institutions.